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Suggested Annual Legacy Giving Activities

Catholic Diocese
of Cleveland

Included below is a suggested annual plan of activity to carry out at the parish in support of 
a Legacy Giving effort. The resources to support these activities are included in this toolkit, 
and do not hesitate to reach out to the Catholic Community Foundation for support in the 
implementation of these activities.

Activity Description Frequency/Timing

Upload legacy content 
on parish website

Include a landing page on the Parish website that 
provides more information about legacy gifts including 
educational tools, ways to give, parish and foundation 
points of contact, and the impact on the parish.

One time

Pre-Legacy Weekend 
Pastor Letter

A letter from the pastoral leader sent to the entire 
parish to share information about the impact of 
legacy giving and call on parishioners to consider this 
opportunity.

Annually

Legacy Weekend

Dedicated weekend to speaking about legacy giving.
	 • �Pastor shares announcement at the end of Mass 

and/or ties it into the homily. 
	 • �Have physical parish-specific resources available.
	 • �Optional: Parishioner testimonial.
	 • �Optional: Tear-able bulletin insert where 

parishioners can submit their interest.

Annually

Post-Legacy Weekend 
Follow Up

An email and/or mailing sent to the entire parish with 
a call to action (e.g., link to website or gift intent form) 
and educational resources about legacy giving.

Annually

Legacy Bulletins Regular bulletin blurbs with links and contact 
information to keep legacy giving top of mind. Quarterly

Parish 2033 Society 
Legacy Event

An annual appreciation event to thank your 
parishioners, honor these meaningful commitments, 
and inspire others.

Annually



The 2033 Legacy Society is a recognition society established by each 
parish and united across the Diocese of Cleveland. It honors parishioners 
who have included their parish in their estate plans with a future 
legacy gift. Inspired by the 2,000th anniversary of Christ’s death and 
Resurrection—the birth of the Church—the Society celebrates faithful 
stewardship while helping ensure that every parish remains a vibrant 
center of worship, evangelization, and service for generations to come.

Purpose & Vision

Continued



1	 Provide ready-made materials to help each parish promote the 
2033 Legacy Society.

2	 Assist parishes in establishing or reviewing endowments to 
support long-term needs.

3	 Follow up individually with parishioners to help them discern 
and document legacy commitments.

4	 Track parish participation and progress toward overall 
diocesan goals.

5	 Offer ongoing guidance and resources to parishes to ensure 
continued support and success post campaign

Roles of the  
Catholic Community Foundation

Continued



Continued

[St. Sample Parish] 2033 Legacy Society
A Simple Plan for Recognizing & Stewarding Legacy Donors

A Simple Stewardship Plan
1. �Welcome & Thank New Members
	� Personally acknowledge each new member with a letter or note from the pastor and, when possible, a 

phone call or personal conversation. The Catholic Community Foundation can provide a template welcome 
letter.

2. �Present a Welcome Gift
	� Consider presenting each new member with a simple token of appreciation. Ideas include a framed Legacy 

Society certificate, a commemorative lapel pin, prayer card, bookmark, parish history booklet, or another 
meaningful faith-based keepsake that reminds members they are helping secure the parish’s future.

3. �Celebrate an Annual Legacy Society Mass
	� Once each year, invite members to a special parish Mass offered in thanksgiving for them and for all those 

whose generosity has sustained the parish through the generations. Recognize members collectively while 
respecting those who wish to remain anonymous.

4. �Gather in Fellowship
	� Following Mass, host a simple breakfast, brunch, luncheon or reception. The gathering need not be 

elaborate—the goal is gratitude, fellowship and time with the pastor and parish community.

The [St. Sample Parish] 2033 Legacy Society recognizes parishioners and friends who have made a 
commitment to remember the parish through a legacy gift.

The Society looks ahead to 2033, when the Church will commemorate 2,000 years since the death and 
Resurrection of Jesus Christ, and celebrates those whose generosity will help sustain the Catholic faith and the 
mission of [St. Sample Parish] for generations to come.

Parishioners who share their intention to include the parish in their will, trust, retirement account, life insurance 
policy or other estate plan become members of the Society. Those joining during its first year may be recognized 
as inaugural members.



5. �Share the Story
	� With permission, take photos and share a short article in the parish bulletin, newsletter, website and/or 

social media. Celebrate members and briefly explain the 2033 Legacy Society, including how others can 
become members. Consider featuring a member who is willing to share why they chose to remember their 
parish in their estate plans.

6. �Stay Connected Throughout the Year
	� Remember Legacy Society members beyond the annual gathering. A Christmas or Easter greeting from 

the pastor, an occasional parish update, or invitations to meaningful parish celebrations are simple ways to 
continue the relationship.

Building Toward 2033
Each year, welcome new members and continue inviting parishioners to consider a legacy gift. Over time, the 
2033 Legacy Society will become a visible expression of gratitude for those who have chosen to help ensure a 
strong and vibrant parish for generations to come.

The Catholic Community Foundation is here to help. We can provide welcome letters, invitations, bulletin 
and website content, recognition materials, event resources and assistance to parishioners interested in making 
or documenting a legacy gift.



Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

We are blessed to be part of a parish shaped by the faith, love, and sacrifice of those who came before 
us. Because of their generosity, we have a community where the Gospel is preached, the sacraments are 
celebrated, and our families grow together in faith. Now, we are called to strengthen this foundation for 
those who will come after us.

As Christian stewards, we are invited to receive God’s gifts with gratitude, use them responsibly, share 
them generously, and one day return them to the Lord with increase. One meaningful way to live this call is 
through a legacy gift—a planned future gift that supports our parish and its ministries beyond your lifetime. 
Such a gift is a spiritual act of thanksgiving and a lasting expression of the faith that has shaped your life.

Legacy gifts can be made through a will or trust, through retirement or insurance plans, or by choosing 
to have our parish receive any remaining funds from a bank account or other assets at the end of your 
lifetime—an option that is simple, flexible, and deeply meaningful.

If you have already included our parish in your will or estate plans, I would be grateful if you would let us 
know, so we may honor your intention and ensure it is carried out as you desire. If you would like to learn 
more or explore this opportunity, please return the enclosed to me at the parish office. A representative from 
the Catholic Community Foundation can assist you at (216) 696-6526 x1670, whenever the time is right for 
you.

Thank you for your faith, your generosity, and the love you show for our parish community.

Sincerely,

[Name] 
[Title] of [St. Sample Parish]

FOR THE FUTURE OF OUR PARISH

[Address]
[Phone]



“But who am I, and who are my people, that we should be able to give as generously as this?  
Everything comes from you, and we have given you only what comes from your hand.” 

– 1 Chronicles 29:14

WHAT IS LEGACY GIVING?
Legacy giving — sometimes called planned giving — is a meaningful way to support the mission and future 
of our parish through your estate plans. It allows you to care for your loved ones while strengthening the 
faith community that has shaped your life and the lives of so many others.

A legacy gift costs nothing today and can be adjusted as your circumstances change.

WAYS TO LEAVE YOUR LEGACY
  �Bequests: Include our parish in your will or trust.
  �Retirement Accounts: Name the parish as a beneficiary (partial or full) of your IRA or 401(k).
  �Life Insurance: Designate the parish as a beneficiary on a policy.
  �Bank and Investment Accounts: Use “payable on death” or “transfer on death” designations to direct 
remaining funds to the parish at the end of your lifetime.

WHY IT MATTERS
Your legacy gift ensures that future generations in our parish will:
  �Experience vibrant worship and lifelong faith formation
  �Be supported through ministries of charity, compassion, and outreach
  �Worship in a parish strengthened by the faith and generosity of those who came before them

YOUR STORY. YOUR STEWARDSHIP. HIS GLORY.
Your gift is more than a donation – it is a statement of faith and a blessing for the generations of parishioners 
yet to come. Many parishioners find joy in knowing that their faith will continue to bear fruit long into the 
future.

For more information, please contact the Catholic Community Foundation:

(216) 696-6526 x1670 | legacy@catholiccommunity.org | www.catholiccommunity.org/legacy

LEAVE A LEGACY FOR 
[ST. SAMPLE PARISH]

mailto:legacy@catholiccommunity.org
https://www.catholiccommunity.org/legacy


How Can 
We Help you?

□ �I’d like to learn more about making a legacy gift to St. 
Sample Parish.

□ �I’m considering including St. Sample Parish in my 
estate plans. Please send me more information.

□ �I have already included St. Sample Parish in my estate 
plans through:

	 □ �Will or Trust
	 □ �IRA or Retirement Plan Beneficiary
	 □ Life Insurance Beneficiary
	 □ �Bank or Investment Account Beneficiary 

(TOD/POD)
	 □ Other ________________________________
Name: ________________________________________
Street: ________________________________________
City: _________________________________________
State: _ ________________    ZIP: _________________
Phone: _ ______________________________________
Email: ________________________________________

Thank you for helping ensure that [St. Sample 
Parish] will continue to be a vibrant place of worship, 
evangelization, and service for generations to come.

Questions? The Catholic Community Foundation is 
available to help parishioners explore their options and 

answer questions about legacy giving.

www.catholiccommunity.org/legacy
(216) 696-6525 ext. 1670

legacy@catholiccommunity.org



With Gratitude
With God’s grace and your generosity, our parish 
will be able to continue its mission and ministry 
for many years. In making a legacy gift through 
your will, trust or by beneficiary designation, you 
share in our vision to build upon the foundation 
that has already been laid by parishioners past 
and present.

If you choose to include the parish as part of 
your estate plan, we invite you to let the parish 
know. We welcome the opportunity to thank you 
for the plans you have put in place and to learn 
more about your legacy gift.

With your legacy gift, you will become a 
member of [St. Sample Parish] 2033 Legacy 
Society. As a member, you will be invited to an 
annual appreciation Mass and dinner, and, if you 
choose, have your name listed in an honor roll of 
benefactors. Your membership in the [St. Sample 
Parish] 2033 Legacy Society also entitles you 
to membership in the Heritage Society of the 
Diocese of Cleveland.

[St. Sample 
Parish]

Who is a  
Christian steward?

One who receives God’s gifts gratefully, 
cherishes and tends them in a responsible  

and accountable manner, shares them in 
justice and love with others, and returns  

them with increase to the Lord.

A Life 
Celebrated 
Forever.

A Prayer of 
Gratitude and Legacy

Heavenly Father,

We thank You for the many blessings You have 
entrusted to us — our faith, our families, and our 

parish community.

May we be faithful stewards of these gifts, 
sharing them generously with others and 
preserving them for future generations.

Guide us as we seek to leave a legacy of faith, 
hope, and love, so that those who come after us 

may continue to know and serve You.

Bless our parish, strengthen our community, and 
help us build a future rooted in Your grace.

We ask this through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

To learn more about how you can 
remember our parish in your will 

or other giving opportunities,  
please contact:

[St. Sample Parish]
[Rev. Name]

[Address Line 1 
Address Line 2]

[Website]
[Phone Number]

[Email]



 

Why a Legacy Gift?
There are many reasons you may be thinking 
about a legacy gift to our parish. You may be 
looking for a way to express your gratitude to 
God for the blessings you have received.
Perhaps you have a desire to share with future 
generations the Catholic values that have  
shaped you. Maybe you haven’t been able 
to give from your income during your lifetime, 
but you want to plan for a larger gift from your 
assets at your death.

Fortunately, it is possible – and simple – to 
make a meaningful legacy gift that reflects the 
Catholic faith you hold dear. 

Ways to Make 
a Legacy Gift 
Gifts From Your Will
A popular and simple way to make a 
legacy gift is through your will. With 
the help of an attorney, you specify the 
dollar amount, asset, or percentage of 
your estate that you want the Church to 
receive at your death. You can also name 
the parish as a remainder or contingent 
beneficiary of your estate or trust.

Gifts by Beneficiary Designation
Many people decide to name the 
Church as a partial or full beneficiary 
of a retirement account or life insurance 
policy. You can also designate the 
parish as a payable on death (POD) 
beneficiary of a bank account, or a 
transfer on death (TOD) beneficiary of 
a brokerage account.

Consider:
• �Gifts planned by a will or beneficiary 

designation allow you to retain 
ownership and control of assets during 
your lifetime, and can be changed at 
any time.

• �You have the ability to provide  
for loved ones AND make a gift  
to charity.

How to Make a Legacy Gift 
To make a legacy gift via your will, we suggest 
you provide this language to your attorney:

“In gratitude for all God has given me, I give 
(amount, percentage or description of asset) to:

	 [St. Sample Parish] 
	 [Address Line 1 
	 Address Line 2]
	 Tax ID: [00-0000]

You can also use this information to name the 
parish as beneficiary of a retirement account or life 
insurance policy, or bank or brokerage account. Your 
plan administrator, insurance agent or financial 
institution will be able to help you.

We encourage you to contact your professional 
advisors (legal, tax, financial) to help you determine 
which legacy gift option is best for you.

Additional information, including a free online 
will-writing resource, is available from the Catholic 
Community Foundation at catholiccommunity.
org/legacy.

Please complete the following:
q  �I am interested in making a future gift to the 

parish in my will or by beneficiary designation.  
Please contact me.

q  ���I would like a FREE Catholic Estate Planning 
Workbook or other resources to help me plan 
my Catholic legacy.

q  �I have already made plans for a future gift to  
[St. Sample Parish]

	 This gift will be made via:   
		�  q  My will      

q  IRA or Retirement Plan    
q  Life Insurance 
q  �Payable on Death bank account

		  q  Other �

	 The value of my gift will be:	  
		  q  Estimated value $ �

	 My gift is designated as follows: 
		�  q  Undesignated (where the need  

    is greatest)  
q  Designated for a specific purpose  
�

Contact Information:

Name: �

Address: �

City, State, Zip: �

Phone: �

Email: �

Kindly detach and return this form to  
[Rev. Name] 

at the parish office.

Thank you for considering a legacy gift for our parish.

The Catholic Community Foundation  
of the Diocese of Cleveland  

and the Catholic Lawyers Guild  
is proud to assist individuals considering a 

legacy gift for their parish or  
a diocesan ministry such as  

Catholic Charities, Catholic Education 
and Priestly Formation.

catholiccommunity.org/legacycatholiccommunity.org/legacy
(216) 696-6526 x 1670(216) 696-6526 x 1670

legacy@catholiccommunity.orglegacy@catholiccommunity.org



Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

We are blessed to stand upon a foundation built 
by the faithful who came before us. Now, it is our 
turn to help ensure that this foundation endures 
for the next generation.

As Christian stewards, we are called to receive 
God’s gifts with gratitude, care for them 
responsibly, share them generously, and return 
them to the Lord with increase. A legacy gift 
is simply a future gift made through your will 
or estate plan that continues to strengthen the 
Church beyond your lifetime.

If you would like to learn 
more, please contact the 
Catholic Community 
Foundation at 216-696-
6525, x1670.

Let His Peace be with you,

[Rev. Name]

A Legacy of Faith

[St. Sample Parish]



For more information:
Contact your pastor or the
Catholic Community Foundation: 
legacy@catholiccommunity.org
216-696-6525, x1670
www.catholiccommunity.org\legacy

Legacy giving allows you to care for your loved 
ones while strengthening the parish that has 
nurtured your faith. There are several simple ways 
to remember your parish in your plans:

• � Bequests – Include your parish in your  
will or trust

• � Retirement Accounts – Designate your 
parish as a beneficiary of your IRA or 401(k)

• � Life Insurance – Name your parish as a 
beneficiary of your policy

A legacy gift helps ensure that future generations 
encounter Christ through vibrant worship,  

faith formation, and compassionate outreach 
 in a parish alive with hope.

What is Legacy Giving?

Catholic Diocese
of Cleveland

“One generation shall praise your works to 
another and shall declare your mighty acts.”

– Psalm 145:4



Gift Intent Form

Catholic Diocese
of Cleveland

Thank you for your commitment to supporting the future of our parish through your estate plans. 

This form helps us document your existing legacy intentions so that we may properly acknowledge  
your generosity and welcome you in the [St. Sample Parish] 2033 Legacy Society. 

I/We, � ,  
have already arranged the following legacy gift(s) benefiting: 
□ [St. Sample Parish], unrestricted gift
□ Other: 	   □ Another diocesan ministry: �
My/Our gift has been arranged through the following method(s):
□ Will    □ Revocable Trust    □ Beneficiary designation of a retirement account
□ Beneficiary designation of a life insurance policy    □ Payable on Death (POD) designation on a bank account
□ Other: �
The value of my/our gift is estimated to be $ �

Or a percentage of our estate which estimates the gift to be $ �

Please complete the following information:
Printed Name: �

Signature: 	   Date: �

Spouse Signature: 	   Date: �

Address: �

City: 	   State: 	   Zip Code: �

Home Phone: 	   Cell Phone: �

Email Address: �

Executor/Financial Advisor’s Name: �

Executor/Financial Advisor’s Phone: �

Please select one: 
□ �Check here to permit [St. Sample Parish] to list your name(s) with other parishioners who have remembered 

the parish in their estate plans. Please print your name below as you wish it to appear in any [St. Sample Parish] 
publications.

	 �

□ �Check here if you wish your gift to be anonymous.

*This is not a binding legal document; it is merely an indication of my/our intent to assist in diocesan fund planning. 
“By charity serve one another.” (Gal.5:13)

[Address]
[Phone]

[St. Sample Parish]
[City]



Endowment Overview
A Legacy Rooted in Faith
Supporting our parish endowment—especially through a legacy gift—is a 
powerful act of stewardship. It is a way of giving thanks to God, supporting the 
mission of the Church, and leaving a legacy of faith, hope, and love.

What Is a Parish Endowment?
A parish endowment is a permanent fund that supports our parish forever. 
The original gift is never spent. Instead, it is invested, and a portion of the 
annual earnings helps sustain parish life year after year. This creates a steady, 
reliable source of income that helps ensure our parish remains strong for future 
generations.

Why an Endowment Is Valuable
FOR PARISHES: 
• �Creates a permanent and dependable source of income
• �Strengthens ministries, programs, and parish operations long into the future
• �Demonstrates fiscal responsibility and long-term planning
• �Helps us meet future needs with confidence

FOR PARISHIONERS:
• �Ensures the mission and ministries you love continue beyond your lifetime
• �Provides a meaningful way to support the Church’s future
• �Allows you to make a larger impact through your legacy
• �Can be fulfilled through simple, non-cash arrangements that do not affect 

current finances

[St. Sample Parish] Endowment
We have established a Parish Endowment Fund to ensure long-term financial 
stability for [St. Sample Parish]. This fund will support future unplanned expenses, 
expansion needs, and parishioner-directed initiatives. It complements our legacy 
giving program and invites parishioners to invest in the future of our church.

The [St. Sample Parish] Endowment is a parish fund that is intended to support the 
mission and ministries of our parish for generations to come by providing support for 
parish operations and maintenance. Guided by the pastor and managed by the Catholic 
Community Foundation, the fund is carefully stewarded in accordance with the terms of 
the endowment agreement and applicable investment policies so your generosity can have a 
lasting and meaningful impact. The fund, while intended as a long-term investment vehicle, 
can be spent by the parish in whole or in part as needed by the parish.

Legacy Gifts:  
The Heart of Parish 
Endowments

Most parish endowments grow 
through legacy gifts—planned 
gifts made through:

• �A gift in a will or trust

• �Naming the parish as a 
beneficiary of a retirement 
account or life insurance

• �Payable-on-Death (POD) 
designations on bank accounts

• �Gifts of appreciated assets

These gifts often cost nothing 
during one’s lifetime, yet create 
a lasting, faith-filled impact that 
strengthens the parish for decades 
to come.

[St. Sample 
Parish]

Learn More:
To explore how a legacy gift can 
support our parish endowment,  
please contact:

[Rev. Name] Name or the 
Catholic Community Foundation,  
www.catholiccommunity.org/legacy, 
legacy@catholiccommunity.org,  
216-696-6525 x1670



Catholic Diocese
of Cleveland

Remembering our parish in your will 

or estate plan is a meaningful way to 

share your faith and support future 

generations.

Your legacy keeps our parish strong, 

vibrant, and rooted in Christ.

For more information, please contact 

[Rev. Name] or the 

Catholic Community Foundation. 

(216) 696-6526 x1670 

legacy@catholiccommunity.org 

catholiccommunity.org/legacy

A Life 
Celebrated 
Forever.



Legacy Weekend Priest Scripts

Catholic Diocese
of Cleveland

“Before we conclude, I’d like to take just a moment to share something important for the life of our parish.

Many of us have been shaped by this parish—through the sacraments, through friendships, through moments of 
grace in our lives. And one of the ways we can give thanks for that is by thinking about the legacy we will leave 
behind.

This isn’t about a collection or a request today—it’s simply an invitation to consider how your faith and your love 
for this parish might live on in the future.

Some parishioners choose to remember the parish in their will or through other simple plans. It’s a way of caring 
for your family, and also strengthening the Church for generations to come.

We’ve made some resources available to help you think about this, and you’ll find more information in today’s 
bulletin, [on our website], or you are welcome to pick up a brochure as you leave. 

If this is something you’ve already done, thank you. And if it’s something you’ve never thought about, I simply 
invite you to take a look and prayerfully consider it.”

“Just a brief note before we conclude—In this season, as we reflect on the gift of our faith and what endures, you 
may notice some information in the bulletin about legacy giving.

This isn’t a request, just an invitation to consider how your love for this parish might one day be part of the legacy 
you leave behind. You can find more information in the bulletin if you’d like to learn more.”

Full Version

Legacy Lite Version (Short Option)



With God’s grace and your generosity, our parish will continue 

its mission and ministry for many years to come.

Including our parish in your estate plan is a thoughtful and 

powerful act of stewardship – a way of giving thanks to God, 

supporting the mission of the Church, and leaving a legacy of 

faith, hope, and love. 

If you have already included the parish in your plans, please 

let us know so we can thank you and welcome into our Legacy 

Society.

A Life Celebrated Forever
At [St. Sample Parish]

www.catholiccommunity.org/legacy

legacy@catholiccommunity.org

216-696-6525 x1670

To learn how you can leave a legacy and access helpful resources from the Catholic Community 

Foundation, scan the QR code or use the contact information below.

http://www.catholiccommunity.org/legacy
mailto:legacy@catholiccommunity.org


Catholic Diocese
of Cleveland

Legacy Weekend Follow-Up Email
Subject: Planning Ahead with Faith and Gratitude

Dear Parish Family,

[Optional: Pastor may add a personal sentence here, e.g., “It was good to share a few words with you last weekend about 
planning for the future…”]

Last weekend, I briefly mentioned something that is both practical and deeply spiritual: planning for the future—
especially when it comes to caring for those we love and the parish that has been part of our lives. 

For many of us, this parish has been a place of grace—where we’ve encountered Christ, celebrated the sacraments, 
and formed lasting friendships. Out of gratitude, some parishioners choose to remember the parish in their 
plans—often through a simple gift in a will or by naming the parish as a beneficiary of a retirement account or life 
insurance policy—helping to ensure that this same mission of faith continues for generations to come.

If you’ve not yet taken that step, this is a meaningful place to begin. And if you already have a will or estate plan in 
place, thank you. That kind of thoughtful stewardship is a gift to your family and to the Church.

If your plans already include our parish, I would be grateful to know so that we can thank you, acknowledge your 
generosity, and, if you wish, include you in our parish legacy society.

[For parishes with an endowment: You may also consider remembering our parish endowment, which helps provide lasting 
support for our ministries well into the future.]

Please know this is not about obligation, but about love—love for your family, and gratitude for the faith we 
share. If you would like more information, I encourage you to explore the resources available through the Catholic 
Community Foundation or reach out to the parish.

If you need support in this discern Catholic Community Foundation exists to support you as you think about these 
next steps. Whether you are just getting started or have already made plans, there are people available to answer 
questions and provide guidance. To get started or learn more, contact the Catholic Community Foundation at 
(216) 696-6525 ext.1670 or legacy@catholiccommunity.org. 

Be assured of my prayers for you and your families.

[Pastor Sign-Off ]



Legacy Bulletins & Announcements

1. �Header: “Free, Legal Will-Writing Resource for You”
	� Making a will isn’t expensive. But not having one may cost your family a great deal. We encourage you to 

protect the people and causes you care about by taking advantage of a free, will-writing resource offered to 
you by the Catholic Community Foundation. FreeWill is a no-cost online estate planning tool which allows 
you to create a legal will in 20 minutes or less, giving you an opportunity to plan for your future, provide for 
those you love and perhaps even express your gratitude to God with a future gift to benefit our parish.

	� To get started, contact the Catholic Community Foundation at (216) 696-6525 ext.1670 or 
legacy@catholiccommunity.org. To learn more, visit www.catholiccommunity.org\legacy.

2. �Header: “Extraordinary Memory. Extraordinary Gift”
	� As we recall the names of those who have died, our minds are filled with precious memories. We are their 

legacy, and much of what we have – in both material and non-material things – has been handed down to us 
from them. But what will we hand down to those who follow? How will we be remembered? Will we leave 
more than an empty spot in a pew?

	� To get started, contact the Catholic Community Foundation at (216) 696-6525 ext.1670 or 
legacy@catholiccommunity.org. To learn more, visit www.catholiccommunity.org\legacy.

3. �Header: “Make a Will (For Free) and Protect Your Loved Ones”
	� Have you put a plan in place to provide for the people you love and organizations most dear to you? Create or 

update a legal will so your intentions will be fulfilled according to your wishes. In as little as 20 minutes, you 
can use this free, online will-writing resource offered by the Catholic Community Foundation of our diocese 
in partnership with FreeWill. Make plans today to care for your loved ones and charitable organizations like 
our parish that are important to you.

	� To get started, contact the Catholic Community Foundation at (216) 696-6525 ext.1670 or 
legacy@catholiccommunity.org. To learn more, visit www.catholiccommunity.org\legacy.

Ordinary time
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4. �Header: “FREE Will-Writing Resource Can Help Your Family”
	� Perhaps you have a young family and need to name a guardian for your children. Maybe your family has 

experienced many changes through the years, and your current will no longer reflects your intentions. Or, 
you may have decided to change your will to leave a gift to our parish to carry on its ministry after your 
death. Thanks to the Catholic Community Foundation of our diocese in partnership with FreeWill, you can 
create a legal will that reflects your intentions in as little as 20 minutes. This free, online will-writing resource 
is a gift that will help you say “I love you” to your family by putting plans in place now that will help in the 
future.

	� To get started, contact the Catholic Community Foundation at (216) 696-6525 ext.1670 or 
legacy@catholiccommunity.org. To learn more, visit www.catholiccommunity.org\legacy.

5. �Header: “Including [St. Sample Parish] in Your Will is Easy”
	� Do you have life insurance you may no longer need? By naming our parish as a beneficiary, you will provide 

lasting financial support and may qualify for tax benefits as well. It will not cost anything to change the 
beneficiary on your policy, and will do much to help strengthen our parish for the future. Contact your 
trusted advisor for more information.

	� To get started, contact the Catholic Community Foundation at (216) 696-6525 ext.1670 or 
legacy@catholiccommunity.org. To learn more, visit www.catholiccommunity.org\legacy.

6. �Header: “A Lasting Legacy”
	� Your generosity during your lifetime has enabled [St. Sample Parish] to serve the people of God in this 

community. Continue to be part of this community by making a gift to [St. Sample Parish] in your will.

	� To get started, contact the Catholic Community Foundation at (216) 696-6525 ext.1670 or 
legacy@catholiccommunity.org. To learn more, visit www.catholiccommunity.org\legacy.

7. �Header: “A Gift for the Future. Update Your Will Today.”
	� You do not have to revise your entire will to make a provision for a charitable bequest to [St. Sample Parish 

or school name]. Simply prepare a Codicil (a written change or addition), have it witnessed and attached to 
your will.

	� To get started, contact the Catholic Community Foundation at (216) 696-6525 ext.1670 or 
legacy@catholiccommunity.org. To learn more, visit www.catholiccommunity.org\legacy.
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8. �Header: “What Will Your Catholic Legacy Be?”
	� Have you considered purchasing a life insurance policy naming [St. Sample Parish] as beneficiary? It could 

provide a very substantial gift for a small investment on your part. Talk to your trusted agent today.

	� To get started, contact the Catholic Community Foundation at (216) 696-6525 ext.1670 or 
legacy@catholiccommunity.org. To learn more, visit www.catholiccommunity.org\legacy.

9. �Header: “Include [St. Sample Parish] in Your Will Today”
	� Through your will, you can designate a gift to our church that will bless the Christian witness forever. 

Including the church in your will costs you nothing now yet makes a wonderful faith witness for your family, 
friends and others. It is a gift anyone can make, and costs nothing during your lifetime.

	� To get started, contact the Catholic Community Foundation at (216) 696-6525 ext.1670 or 
legacy@catholiccommunity.org. To learn more, visit www.catholiccommunity.org\legacy.

10. �Header: “Now is the Time to Make a Will – for FREE”
	� “For we know not the day nor the hour.” Good stewardship dictates that we look ahead and make provisions 

for our family and our Church. For the Christian, planning for death is as natural as planning for life. Now, 
with this FREE online will-writing platform compliments of the Catholic Community Foundation of our 
diocese, you can create a legal will in as little as 20 minutes. Don’t delay – take a step forward in planning for 
your family and our Church.

	� To get started, contact the Catholic Community Foundation at (216) 696-6525 ext.1670 or 
legacy@catholiccommunity.org. To learn more, visit www.catholiccommunity.org\legacy.

11. �Header: “Love Everlasting”
	� Many Catholic families are making charitable gifts to create parish endowment funds in memory of parents 

and other loved ones. Have you considered establishing a memorial fund in the name of your parent(s) or a 
loved one? Contact your trusted advisor for more information.

	� To get started, contact the Catholic Community Foundation at (216) 696-6525 ext.1670 or 
legacy@catholiccommunity.org. To learn more, visit www.catholiccommunity.org\legacy.
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Sample Parishioner Witness & Testimonials
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1. �Living Parishioner/Couple - Longtime Members 
A Legacy of Faith

	� For [Parishioner Names], [St. Sample Parish] has been part of their family’s life for more than [Number] 
years—a place where they have worshipped, celebrated the sacraments, formed friendships and grown in 
faith. When they updated their estate plans, they decided to include a legacy gift to the parish.

	 “�[St. Sample Parish] has been an important part of our lives and our family’s faith. We want to do our part 
to make sure it remains a strong and welcoming Catholic community for the generations that follow us.”

	� By sharing their legacy gift intention, [Parishioner Names] have become inaugural members of the [St. 
Sample Parish] 2033 Legacy Society.

2. �Living Parishioner - Simple & Personal 
Why I Included My Parish

	 “�I’ve supported [St. Sample Parish] throughout my life, so including the parish in my will felt like a natural 
extension of that support. My hope is that my gift will help future generations experience the same faith 
community that has meant so much to me.” 
- [Parishioner Name]

	� [Parishioner Name] is an inaugural member of the [St. Sample Parish] 2033 Legacy Society, which 
recognizes those who have remembered the parish through a legacy gift.

	� A legacy gift does not have to be large to make a difference. It is simply one more way to give thanks for the 
blessings of your life and help ensure a strong Catholic parish for those who come after us.

3. �Deceased Parishioner — A Gift That Lives On 
A Gift That Lives On

	� For many years, [Parishioner Name] was a familiar face at [St. Sample Parish]. [They] worshipped here, 
supported the parish and quietly lived out [their] Catholic faith as a member of our parish family.

	� Following [their] death, the parish learned that [Parishioner Name] had remembered [St. Sample Parish] in 
[their] estate plans. [Their] generous legacy gift will now help support the parish and its mission for years to 
come. [Parishioner Name]’s generosity is a beautiful reminder that the good we do during our lifetime can 
continue long after we are gone.

	� Through the [St. Sample Parish] 2033 Legacy Society, we recognize parishioners who make this same 
commitment to the future of our parish.

Use these examples as starting points for bulletin articles, newsletters, parish websites, 
emails and other communications. Adapt the details and quotes to reflect the 
parishioner’s actual story and voice, and obtain permission before publishing names, 
photos or quotations.

Continued
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Sample Call to Action
“Have you remembered [St. Sample Parish] in your will, trust, retirement account, life insurance policy 
or other estate plans? Please let us know so that we may thank you and welcome you to the [St. Sample 

Parish] 2033 Legacy Society.

To learn more or to share your legacy gift intention:

[Parish Contact Name]  |  [Phone]  |  [Email]

OR

Catholic Community Foundation  |  216-696-6525 x1670 
legacy@catholiccommunity.org |  https://catholiccommunity.planmylegacy.org/

A Note for Parishes 
	� The most effective testimonials sound like the parishioner—not like planned-giving copy. A 

simple, genuine statement about what the parish has meant to the person or family can be 
especially compelling.



Legacy Social Media Content

Option 1
	 Have you considered leaving a legacy at our parish?

	 A gift in your estate plan supports our mission for generations to come.

	 Learn more at [St. Sample Parish URL]or www.catholiccommunity.org/legacy

Option 2
	 Your faith can live on.

	 Including our parish in your estate plan is a meaningful way to leave a lasting legacy.

	 Learn more at [St. Sample Parish URL]or www.catholiccommunity.org/legacy

Catholic Diocese
of Cleveland

Consider including our 
parish in your will.

A Life Celebrated Forever.

Consider including our 
parish in your will.

A Life Celebrated Forever.



Leave A Legacy For [St. Sample Parish]

Legacy Website Content

Ways to Leave Your Legacy
There are several simple and flexible ways to include our 
parish in your plans:

	 • �Bequests: Include our parish in your will or trust

	 • �Retirement Accounts: Name the parish as a full 
or partial beneficiary of an IRA or 401(k)

	 • �Life Insurance: Designate the parish as a 
beneficiary of a policy

	 • �Bank and Investment Accounts: Use “payable on 
death” or “transfer on death” designations to direct 
remaining funds to the parish

Why It Matters 
A legacy gift helps ensure that future generations in our 
parish will:

	 • �Experience vibrant worship and lifelong faith 
formation

	 • �Be supported through ministries of charity, 
compassion, and outreach

	 • �Worship in a parish strengthened by the faith 
and generosity of those who came before them

Your Story. Your Stewardship. His Glory.
Your legacy gift is more than a donation—it is a statement of faith and a blessing for generations of parishioners 
yet to come. Many parishioners find great joy in knowing that their faith will continue to bear fruit long into the 
future.

You may also choose to designate your legacy gift to the parish endowment, helping provide long-term support for 
the mission and ministries of [St. Sample Parish].

What Is Legacy Giving
Legacy giving—often called planned giving—is a meaningful way to support the mission and future of our parish 
through your estate plan. It allows you to care for your loved ones while also strengthening the faith community 
that has shaped your life and the lives of so many others.

A legacy gift often does not require a gift today and can be adjusted over time as your circumstances change.

Catholic Diocese
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Considering a Legacy Gift?
We encourage you to work with your trusted legal or financial advisors to determine which legacy gift option is 
right for you. Suggested language to share with your advisor includes:

“�In gratitude for all God has given me, I give (a specific amount, percentage, or description of an asset) 
to [St. Sample Parish], [Address], [Tax ID #].”

If you have already included the parish in your plans — thank you! We would be grateful if you would let us know 
by completing and returning the legacy gift intention form to the parish office, so we may acknowledge your 
generosity and invite you to be part of the [St. Sample Parish] 2033 Legacy Society.

Helpful Resources
For confidential guidance about planning a future gift, you may contact the staff of the Catholic Community 
Foundation at 216-696-6525 x1670 or legacy@catholiccommunity.org.

Additional planning resources, including a free will-writing tool, are available at catholiccommunity.org/legacy.

Other Ways to Give
In addition to offertory giving, there are several meaningful and tax-advantaged ways to support the mission 
and future of our parish. These options may allow you to give more generously while being a good steward of the 
resources God has entrusted to you.

Gifts from an IRA (Qualified Charitable Distributions)
If you are 70½ or older, you may be able to make a gift directly from your IRA to our parish. This type of gift—
often called a Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD)—can count toward your required minimum distribution 
and may reduce your taxable income.

	 • �Contact your IRA administrator or financial 
institution

	 • �Request a Qualified Charitable Distribution to 
our parish

	 • �Provide our parish legal name, mailing address, 
and tax ID number: [St. Sample Parish], [Address], 
[Tax ID #]

	 • �Ask that your name be included so your gift may 
be acknowledged

Catholic Diocese
of Cleveland
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Gift of Stock or Other Appreciated Assets
Donating appreciated securities—such as stocks, bonds, or mutual funds—may offer tax advantages. These gifts 
are made through the Catholic Community Foundation, which handles the transfer, sale, and acknowledgment of 
your gift on behalf of the parish.

	 • Contact the Catholic Community Foundation for stock transfer instructions at 216-696-6525 x2940

	 • �Work with your broker or advisor to initiate the transfer

	 • �Indicate that your gift is designated for [St. Sample Parish]

Donor-Advised Funds (DAFs)
If you already have a Donor-Advised Fund, you may recommend a grant to our parish at any time.

	 • Grants may be made directly to support parish ministries

	 • If you do not have a DAF, you may establish one through the Catholic Community Foundation

	 • Catholic DAFs offer low fees and faith-aligned investment options

Catholic Diocese
of Cleveland

Parish Contact: Phone/Email:

We’re Here to Help
For more information, please contact the parish office or the Catholic Community Foundation at 216-696-6525 
x1670, or visit www.catholiccommunity.org/ways-to-give.
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Legacy Weekend Follow-Up Letter
[Date] 
[Name] 
[Address] 
[City, State Zip]

Dear Salutation,

Thank you for letting me know that you have included [St. Sample Parish] in your will or estate plans. I am deeply 
grateful for this beautiful expression of your faith and your love for our parish family.

 

Your legacy gift is more than a future financial blessing—it is a lasting witness to your commitment to the Church 
and your desire to ensure that future generations will know Christ, celebrate the sacraments, and find a welcoming 
home at [St. Sample Parish]. Your generosity will help strengthen our parish for years to come.

In recognition of your thoughtful commitment, it is my pleasure to welcome you as a founding member of the 
[St. Sample Parish] 2033 Legacy Society, which honors parishioners who have remembered our parish through a 
legacy gift. You will also be welcomed into the Diocese of Cleveland’s Heritage Society, recognizing those whose 
estate plans will help sustain the Church’s mission for generations to come.

Please know of my gratitude and my prayers for you and your family. Thank you for helping ensure that [St. 
Sample Parish] will continue to be a place of worship, evangelization, and service for generations yet to come.

In Christ,

[Pastor Name]

[Address]
[Phone]
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